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Mary Daniel

EAS:

This is an interview with Mary Daniel of 609 12th Avenue rear, Huntington,
West Virginia. My name is Elizabeth Ann Smarr, and today's date is
August 12, 1975. Alright, uh, Ms. Daniel, uh, when and where were you
born?

MD:

I was born in Huntington. I was born in the Arlington Hotel, which is still
standing. It's on 7th Avenue and 9th Street. This was in 1894. My parents
came here, they were originally Virginians, and they came to Huntington
from Hinton. They arrived in September, I think, and I was born in December,
(EAS: I see.) 1894.

EAS:

Uh, what were their names?

MD:

My father's name was Lewis Andrews Daniel, and my mother was Martha
McHugh Daniel.

EAS:

Alright, and, uh, and, what about your schooling? A little bit about your
schooling?

MD:

Well, we went to the public schools here, and we thought they were perfect.
Course in those days, nobody criticised schools, they were just delighted with
everything, and anything that went wrong was strictly the fault of the pupil, not
the teacher, and we knew that and behaved more or less accordingly in school,
but as far as I was concerned, and my friends here, those, those, uh, twelve
years were just great. Wonderful teachers, we had a great time. Very different
spirit from the ones you find now in the public schools, which is all criticism
of teachers, as far as I can find out. (EAS: Right.) Maybe they need it, I
don't know .

EAS:

Where, where was this, your school? Which school?

MD:

I went to Buffington for eight years, and then to the, uh, Huntington High School
which was on 14th Street and 5th Avenue.

EAS:

Right.

MD:

It's now Oley.

EAS:

Um hum. And, uh, and you went to Marshall?

MD:

I went to Marshall only to a couple of summer schools, as a matter of fact I went
only three years. It was a four year high school and had to make up work in order
to get into Randolph Macon. The requirements were rather terrific, then, you
had to have four years of Latin, and two years of another language, and science
and math and all that stuff. Hum. At that time Marshall was a normal school,
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EAS:

Right.

And, uh, you became a teacher.

MD:

Yes, I graduated from Randolph Macon in 1915, and came back to Huntington
and got a job without any difficulty in, at, at Oley School. It was called Oley
School then, up next to the high school. (EAS: Yes.) Seventh grade, and they
were getting ready to go into junior high school, and we had what they called
departmental work, and I taught grammer to four different seventh grade classes,
and then I had that group for all their other studies.

EAS:

Oh, I see.

MD:

Geography and reading and physiology, writing. They really taught writing
then, they don't teach it anymore. I couldn't teach it, I had to get some of my
students who were very good because they had the Palmer system.

EAS:

I see, yes.

MD:

They certainly wrote better than they do now, (EAS: Right.) more legibly.

EAS:

And then how long were you a teacher?

MD:

Well, um, uh, the superintendent was a Mr. Wright, Clarence Wright, and he
came to visit me one afternoon, oh, it was about three o'clock, school was out
at three - thirty, and I had bribed the children, they, I couldn't reall, seventh
grade was terrible, uh, I was barely twenty years old, and no, no experience.
They didn't question youfufi~ (ays, there were no examinations, no certEicates,
and relatively few people who had an AB degree, (EAS: Oh yes, I see.) so I
just went to teaching, never heard of education in those days. (L;iughter) And,
uh, he came in to visit me and I had all these kids, and there were at least
forty of them, kind of as close to the desk as they could get, and I had learned
a few college songs and learned to accompany them on the guitar, and I was
scared to death, I thought I certainly wasn't supposed to do that, but it so
happened that he was a very progressive superintendent, and he, uh, he evidently
liked it and recommended me for the high school for the next year, and I made
fifty - five dollars a month (EAS: Yes.) the first year I taught, and I remember
my salary was raised to a hundred and five dollars the next year and I thought
I was a millionaire. (Laughter)

EAS:

So you taught in the junior high .

MD:

Then I taught there for a few years, and went to Detroit, and taught in a girls'
school, the Liggett School in Detroit for one year, and while I was there I decided
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I wasn't going to teach anymore, and I got a job on the Detroit News , (EAS:
Um hum.) and I was there for five or six years. I came back to Huntington,
well, I was married, I may as well mention that, (Laughter) I can't think of
any other reason for coming back. And, uh, I worked in the Coxen-Camel
Bookstore which was on 9th Street (EAS: Um hum.) when I was here married.
I started doing nothing and that was an awful bore.
EAS:

What was your husband's name?

MD:

So I worked there for a while, and then two years after that I went to New York,
and, uh, was there for five or six years . (EAS: Um hum.) I was doing something
called economic research for a company which would, the company took over a
business that wasn't prospering and analyzed it and (EAS: Right.) I don't, there's
some special name I imagine, but I've forgotten it.

EAS:

This is what, in the late twenties or .

MD:

Yes, that was in the twenties. (EAS: Um hum.) I stayed there until 1929 and
came back to Huntington. (EAS: Right.) And then, I really wasn't just crazy
to go back to teaching, but there wasn't anything else here for me. (EAS: Right.)
So I did, I applied for a job, and was taken in as substitute in January 1930, and
then I had to go to Marshall and make up some of these courses that were required
for a certificate. (EAS: Right.) And, uh . . .

EAS:

By this time they had begun requiring certificates for teachers.

MD:

Yes, oh, in the meantime they'd gotten very modern in many respects, all those
years . And, uh, well, from that time, until I retired in 1956 (EAS: Yes.) I was
in, at, over at the high school.

EAS:

Right, and you taught, uh, history .

MD:

I taught, uh, a little of everything when I first went there. He'd gave me a Latin
class even just because I'd had five years of that, and I taught English and history.
I've, I guess I've got the certificate in history, (EAS: Yes.) social studies, I
believe.

EAS:

Right . And, ah, so, uh, you said you were in the, uh, Henry Wallace Campaign.

MD:

Yes. That was in, uh started in 1947. (EAS: Um hum.) Now that was a period
of Red- baiting, Joseph McCarthy. Henry Wallace was Secretary of Commerce
under Truman, and he made a speech in New York, it must of been in 1946, in
which he said that we may not approve of Russia, but Russia was a part of this
world and we had to learn to get along with Russia . In other words, they were
against the cold war, and that was it! There really was no other, uh, issue at

Mary Daniel

4

all (EAS: Right.) that they ever talked about, anyway. Well, he made this
big speech at Madison Square Gardens, he'd already sent a copy to Truman,
but he hadn't read it. (EAS: Oh.) He didn't, Henry :tyiot-, Wallace was such
of a kind of a mild person that, uh, I'm sure he wasn't looking for any trouble.
And there was such a fuss made about that speech that Truman fired him from
the Cabinet, and maybe it was the Commu":.. ists, as it probably was, who grabbed
onto this and grabbed onto Henry Wallace and started the business of his running
for President on the Progressive ticket, party was called Progressive Party.
(EAS: Yes, I know.) And it was organized all over the United States, and the
papers, of course there's plenty of publicity on it, because of the Red-baiting
thing, (EAS: Right.) and they immediately began associating him with Communists .
Anybody who worked for Henry Wallace was a Communist.
EAS:

Um hum.

So, uh . . .

MD:

Well, they came here, the organizers from New Yorkca,me to Huntington, oh,
maybe it, I think it was 19- -, in the fall of 1947, and a number of people attended
that first meeting, I don't think they ever attended another one, in the meantime
they got scared, but I was the only adult, I'll say, from Huntington. It was
really a, uh, part of the Progressive Party. (EAS: Um hum.) This little house
was, uh, headquarters, full of people, blacks largely, and Marshall College boys.
Now these boys were mostly out of the state boys, the ones who did the real work,
they got a few of the others, but they didn't stick. (EAS: Right. ) And there were,
there were plenty of complaints from all kinds of people, but strangely enough I
wasn't taken to task too much. My family left me alone, and, uh, I kept getting
messages from good Democrats that I was going to be fired from the school system.
(EAS: Yes.) I, I must have been awfully innocent or something in those days. It
didn't occm~ to me that they could possibly fire me from the school system because
I had certain ideas. And they didn't. (EAS: No?) It's an amazing thing, and that
was because of, um, the superintendent, Olin Nutter. (EAS: Yes.) Now some
people think he was a fine superintendent, he was a good, or I'm sure there was
no crookedness, bus:'..1ess deals in his administration. (EAS: Right.) Um, but
I will say for him that he never interfered with his teachers' ideas, and to, t-,
um, I have heard, stood up for me constantly through this whole episode, when
people all over town were calling him and complaining about having a Communist
on the faculty there, but fortunately at that time I was the librarian. (EAS: Yes.)
It might have been more serious L': I hadn't been, (EAS: If you had been . . . )
because of the papers, of course, were Jrabbing onto this. We went to the courthouse,
there were two blacks, Donna Geddies, she, now she was a Huntington girl that
openly went into this thing, and uh, I, I think just about four or five of us, at the
courthouse, and of course the paper was there, and they took our pictures, and
the next day I must admit I was beseiged by people, they called me a Bolsheveek
over at the school. But some way it, it, uh, well, it was the most exciting part
of my life.
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EAS:

How long did this last? This . . .

MD:

How long did this last? It lasted until the 1948 electi~n. Now the, wha-, the
only thing we were trying to do was to help with the ten thousand signatures
which are required to get a name on the ticket. That's All! But, oh, the pain,
the anguish connected with it. I started out for a while asking people to sign,
but I couldn't do that. Oh, they were horrible. They wouldn't put their names
to anything connected with what J -: y thought was a bunch of Communists, I
guess. (EAS: Right.) But it was a fine g.r oup of people, idealists, sincere
workers, poverty stricken, most of them. At that time I was able to be Lady
Bountiful, and it was a completely new role for me, (Laughter) but it was a lot
of fun feeding those hungry kids and people, they worked up in the coal mines,
mostly, and the organizers were just great people. The one who had charge of
West VirJinia, he was named Clyde Knowles, and uh, he was an ex-Unitarian
minister, he'd been, his ideals had been a little smashed in the Unitarian Church,
something they'd done, and then he taught at Howard in Washington for, I don't
know for how long, and then he got into this, this movement, and he was head of
the West Virginia thing. I don't think they were paid anything, course there was
no money connected with, no problem about corporations giving money to the
Progressive Party, and I wouldn't know whether it really had any influence or
not. We won in that we got the ten thousand names and got his name on the ballot.
But I don't think the votes, well we know they, through the country they didn't do
anything to Harry Truman.

EAS:

Right.

MD:

And of course my objection to Truman was the Hiroshima bomb, and I ha-, to
this day I haven't forgiven that. (EAS: Yes.) That was a very very serious
mistake they made, I think. They said to save uh, American boys, but I think
Japanese a-, boys are just as important as American bo~,s. I know that isn't,
uh, (EAS: Right.) an idea that I should wxpress too often, but I believe that.
And we found later, of course, that the Japanese were already completely defeated
before they dropped the bomb. And then to follow it up with Nagasaki, that was
completely inexcusable. Of course these days Truman has come back into the
picture as a great hero, and he could make up his mind, (EAS: Yes.) and stick
with it, I'll hand him that, and I, an interesting President, certainly.

EAS: Yes.
MD:

Won with his landslide .

Well, um, so this las-, this campaign lasted about a year.

Yes, I would say so. Now through the, I left in the summer of 1948, I was in
California and of course they had their convention then. There was no television,
(EAS: Yes.) but I, uh, we listened to this on r8dios, and it was probably the
most exciting, everybody admitted, the newspaper people went wild over this
strange convention there with all the poor people in the United States apparently
assembled. I had friends in New York who were in the Pr-, in the Progressive
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Party, working on it. Now here, Mrs. E. Wyatt Paine was one of the ones
who really was more than concerned about me. She lived right over here
(EAS: Yes.) for, at that time. And she came and talked to me, and uh, you
can imagine what she thought of the Progressive Party. She wrote me letters,
unsigned letters, I'm sure they were from her, she really worked on me
during that period. She thought I was a, good person in the schools but that
I mustn't be in the s chools uh, with such ideas as I carried at that time.
EAS:

Dreadful ideas, right.

Well, uh, I think we've covered . . .

MD:

I think so, (EAS: Henry Wallace.) I think so. The main, I did say that they won,
that they got ten thousand votes, (EAS: Got the ten thousand . . . ) because
nobody ever worked as hard as those people did for, to accomplish ';},-1.t end.

EAS:

Yes, this was all in just this one county or all over the state?

MD:

Oh, it was the whole state.

EAS:

The whole state.

MD:

But I came in contact with the people who worked in the coal mines (EAS: Um
hum.) all week, and then they'd come down here weekends, dirty, hungry,
exhausted, no money. (EAS: Yes.) Well, as I say, I don't know that the
Progressive Party made any lasting impression on anybody or anything, but
at least we have detente now, (EAS: Right.) which is what he was talking about.
(EAS: Yes, uh . . . ) Didn't call it that then, but . . .

EAS:

Well, back, all the, back in 1835 Alexander de Toqueville said that in the future
it would be the United States and Russia would influence the world. (MD: Yes.)
So it wasn't a new idea at a ll.

MD:

Yeah. I'm not sure detente is quite as important as it, as it sounds, as they
make it sound, but I cei:-tainly hope so.

